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Before you read on, let us stop for a minute of prayer and reflection on the lives of those
who have | eft us recentlyé

-

e ——

Andrzej was a radio program host in Chicago and had been volunteering to promote Math

Kangaroo from the early 20006s to the end -89 his |ife.

Olga was a Math Kangaroo Manager at UCLA Math Circles for 11 years. She died from
cancer .
B o Ue nwas a Math Kangaroo Office Manager for three years. She also lost her life to

cancer.

They are and will be remembered as great contributors
to Math  Kangaroo and to their communities.

* * %

We are now officially closing Math Kangaroo 2020 by publishing this bulletin. This year,
quite unexpectedly, Math Kangaroo took place online for the first time. The testing ended only in
June. Families accepted the change and most of them appreciated it. H owever, the number of the

perfect scores indicates the possibility of some unfair play. Not to disappoint honest students,

Hi


http://www.aksf.org/
http://www.mathkangaroo.org/
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we still are awarding gold medals as usual, and there were more of them than ever. We believe

the medals are going to inspire the recipients to keep winning again and again, and to work
harder . To help with thiPRyandlearrs 0 stimmmeour @ hbBadi been added

website . Students can play with their exam an unlimited number of times until they come to
understand the problems; videos with the question solutions support the learning process. All this
is free for the participants and is available for a minimal fee for all others. Has your child/student

tried it yet?

Awards are scheduled to reach Math Kangaroo Managers in August (provided there are no
carrier delays). Where possible, parents should pick up prizes along with Math Kangaroo
Competition items  delivered to the centers early in March ; at places where contact is discouraged,
the Managers need to wait for a safer time and communicate with families. Everybody is trying to

follow safety measures and that is appreciated.

Before the next enrollment starts in S eptember (or a bit later), the plan for MK 2021 will

be introduced. The time is special and not easy.

Because of that, let me thank you all who responded to MK2021 Fundraising! If you have

not yet, here is the chance.

Click here and get a unique t -shirt showing that you support Math Kangaroo! | did and

several managers and officers did, and we proudly wear them now and al | year around

The following pages present the facts and the atmosphere of Math Kangaroo 2020.

| believe you will find the reading interesting.

* * %

It's been 23 years of Math Kangaroo that has been led by me as the Founder and
President. That's great honor and privilege. | am stepping down from the honorable role of CEO,
effective August 31, 2020.

Thanks to all who have supported me with positive and constructive feedback during all
the years. It was great experience. | met hundreds of de dicated people. | love you and remember
you.

Izabela Szpiech and Joanna Matthiesen are going to continue what we have worked on for
over 20 years together. As | retire from my current role, | plan to serve the organization as a
Support Manager.

So long!

Maria Omelanczuk
Math Kangaroo in USA, NFP Founder


https://mathkangaroo.oasis-lms.com/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?Criteria=8&Option=132&tab=2
https://mathkangaroo.oasis-lms.com/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?Criteria=8&Option=133&tab=2
https://mathkangaroo.oasis-lms.com/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?Criteria=8&Option=133&tab=2

Math Kangarodulletin - Volume XI, Issuel- Summer 2020 3/21

239" MATH KANGAROO 2020 in USA
35,171 - Total number of Participants in 2020

MW Enrollment by Year
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www.mathkangaroo.org

M Enroliment by Level

35,171- Total number of Participants in 2020
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www.mathkangaroo.org.

23“"MATH KANGAROO 2020 in USA

M Enrollment by State

35,171 - Total number of Participants in 2020

43 states and territories + US group in Saudi Arabia

1,769-1,698

EPSA -Eastern Province Saudi Arabia www.mathkangaroo.org

More metrics...


http://www.mathkangaroo.us/mk/statistics.html
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Izabela Szpiech,
Chief Financial Officer

The past several mont hs have shifted everyoneofs | ife |
meant big changes for Math Kangaroo, we have managed to fulfill our commitments under these

challenging times and made our annual competition take place virtually.

We acknowledge that many students and families were looking forward to in -person
participation and we are grateful to be able to say that the online test taking platform was very
well received by so many of you. We thank you for your en couraging messages and kind words.

Now more than ever we feel very appreciated and supported by this strong Math Kangaroo

community.
The switch to online testing encounter ed few challenges and obstacles. The number of
winners at elementary grade levels has skyrocketed. Our mission is for every child to excel at the

test and while the large number of winners may reflect that we want to stress that it is in our

ethos to have each child be able to participate in the competition independently. The pr oblem we
faced was how we at Math Kangaroo reward all the first rank laureates. Invalidating the results

would harm those students who did take the test independently and it was our decision to award

all winners. This unfortunately left the question on wha t lies behind the grandness of the prize if
something has been gained dishonestly unanswered. It is within our philosophy that the values we

convey as parents are the values our children will carry into the world.

We would like to present to you the list of the 2020 Math Kangaroo competition winners
along with the awards distributed. You may find the list on our website. Families of winning

students should hear from the managers of their designated Math Kangaroo center later in August.

We cannot forget about our donor s, mostly the participating
donations were received in different forms: by adding $1.00 when paying for the registration fee,
participating in Corporate Matching Program at your work or simply by indicating our organ ization
as a charity which receives donation from Amazon when they shop using Amazon Smile app.

Big thank you to you all, each donation makes an impact.

As a reminder, here is how to use Amazon Smile: 1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your
desktop or mobile phone browser. 2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation

at the top of any page, and then select Math Kangaroo in USA, NF P to support.

If you wish to donate to our program, please use the following link DONATE

We are also inviting everyone to the FIRST MATH KANGAROO FUNDRAISING . Getting a

pretty t -shirt in Heliconia color with a navy -blue design for $20 will make a big difference and will

help us deal with the unexpected expenses caused by the pandemic.


https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/1391436
https://mathkangaroo.oasis-lms.com/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?Criteria=8&Option=133&tab=2
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With great pleasure | woul d | i"kgeadetlaoreates whe fomthe tihi s year
excellent results and consistent participation are the recipients of the MK College Grant and Special
Monetary Awards. We awarded 5 senior students with $1000.00 College Grant. Each recipient has
participated in the MK competition consecutively for seve ral years; they were the first place
winners at | evels 8 through 11-pkoedinners. Othex MahetarytAtvards year 6 s f i
went to students with consistent participation and outstanding results over the years. These
include 9 awards of $500.00 each, 3 awards of $300.0 each , 7 awards of $200.00 each and one
award of $100.00.

We kindly invite you to read our best 12 "gradersoé reflections on their adv

Kangaroo Competition presented below. Each year, these feedbacks are very meani ngful to all who

are engaged in preparing, running, and promoting our program.

Awards

This year Math Kangaroo awards are assigned in the following way:

State winners ranked 1, 2 and 3 receive State Winner Magnet and MK gift
- National winners ranked 1, 2 and 3 receive National Winner Magnet and MK medal
- National winners ranked 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 receive National Winner Magnet and MK gift

- National winners ranked 11  -20 receive National Winner Magnet

More details about 1‘9 awar d é'
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The following are few words from Natalie , one of the winner s in State of TX at Level 3, who

as mom says : fjumps up and down in anticipation of receiving the awards and telling all her

friends about Math Kangaroo 0.

My name is Natalie Buriko . | live in Plano, TX

and will be in fourth grade at Barksdale Elementary.

i
kil

| study math at RSM Plano. This was my first year
participating in Math Kangaroo and | ranked #1 in
the state of Texas and nationally. | am so excited about
the results and cannot wait to receive a gold medal.
This inspires me to participate again in the f uture and,
hopefully, rank on top many times again.

Thank you Math Kangaroo for giving all the kids

the opportunity to participate!
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Natalie Buriko , Plano, TX


http://www.mathkangaroo.us/mk/2020/2020-awards.html
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Reflections about Math Kangaroo Competition

| don't really know where to begin with

the Math Kangaroo Competition.

It has had a large impact on my life and my
love for math. Ever since | participated in the Math
Kangaroo in 2nd grade - my first EVER math
competition, | have b een hooked on competition

math.  Something about the logic and unique

problem solving ability required to solve the M ath

Kangaroo problems appealed to me immensely.

Arpit Ranasaria , Redmond, WA

And so, from  Math Kangaroo, | branched out, participating in the AMCs and
MathCounts and going to math camps and diving further and further into the math
world. And, | never stopped enjoying the tests that Math Kangaroo gave - while the tests
got easier they were still a great way to exercise my mind and | thoroughly enjoyed

them.

Then, in 9th grade Math Kangaroo again was introduced me to a whole new field
of mathematics: proof and research - based mathematics. | was invited to and participated
in the Math Kangaroo camp in Zakopane, Poland and was explored to a whole new array
of intricat e, beautiful problems. | had a blast there, and from then | was once again
inspired to delve deeper into mathematics, this time less into competitions and more into
proofs as | participated in proof based competitions such as the USAJMO and ARML and
seemed to further my mathematical abilities at camps such as AwesomeMath and

SUMacC.

And even as | move into college to explore my mathematical passion and leave
Math Kangaroo behind, | am grateful for the fact that Math Kangaroo introduced me to

the wondrous w  orld of math and was with me every step of my journey.
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I loved how fun Math Kangaroo problems are!

They're always creative and make me think
about a bigger variety of concepts than most
competitions do. Math Kangaroo was a really
positive experience for me and | always felt good
after doing the problems.

I will be attending MIT and my major is

undecided.

Alex Bean, Las Vegas, NV

I've enjoyed participating in the Math
Kangaroo every year since 3rd grade. | always
looked forward to the challenging puzzle - type
questions, which are different from other American
math competitions. Especially when | was younger,
| learned many neat tricks by practicing old Math

Kangaroo questions, a nd they were always

interesting. The best questions were those where it

wasn't immediately obvious what to do, which made

them much more satisfying to solve.

| am going to Washington University in St.

Louis and | will be studying Mathematics.

Over the years, the main reason I've done math competitions is to track my
progress and test my limits. I'm a big believer in comparing yourself to yourself and
nobody else; to be honest, the competitive aspect couldn't be less on my mind. That
said, | do like to weigh myself against where | was in the past. One of my favorite
things about these sorts of individual math competitions is that everyone can decide
how competitive they want to be wi th it. | get that some people want to be the best,
but to me, as long as I'm better than | was, I'm happy. Plus, it's a lot more fun than a
normal test.

I'm going to be attending the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in

Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Kim Eppling , Acton, MA
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Stepan (Styopa) Zharkov ,
Manhattan, KS

Math Kangaroo has been a journey.

Back in elementary school, | remember
placing first in state for the simple reason that | was
the only one taking it. Since then, the competition
has evolved ta center opened up in my town where
numerous rooms fill with students of all ages, each
carefully thinking through the problems. While the
solutions are developed on paper, a passion for
mathematics is de YHORSHG LQ WKH VWX

As one of these students, | cannot be more thankful.

My participation strengthened my love for math, but also, perhaps even more

importantly, connected me with some amazing and talented people. | think that, while

the small presents we get are nice, the experience is the real gift.

My part of the journey ends as | go on to college, but Math Kangaroo will

continue inspiring kids.

| am going to  Stanford University as a Computer Science, Math or Linguistics

major. ( not sure yet).

Candace Do , Bellevue, WA

Math Kangaroo was the first math
competition | ever attended. Through the past ten
years competing in Math Kangaroo, I've grown to
appreciate the unique problems that Math Kangaroo
poses, focusing more on logical thinking rather than
the math facts and mem orization of other popular

math competitions.

This competition has helped me learn to think
outside the box, a skill essential in math and dozens

of other fields.



